
    

 

Difficulty = simple 

 

KS2 mathematics work sheet: one- and two-step addition and subtraction 

 
 
1. There were 17 bricks 

on one pallet, and 15 
bricks on another 
pallet. 9 bricks were 
taken by builders to 
use on a home. 
 
How many bricks 
were left on the 
pallets? 
 
 
 
 

2. When working 
on a building 
site, people 
use a lot of 
pencils. A box 
of pencils holds 
5 pencils when 
it’s full. There 
are 2 full boxes 
of pencils. The 
builders take 4 
pencils to be 
used while they work. 
 
How many pencils are left? 
 
 
 
 

3. There are 26 
bricklayers, 18 
carpenters and 
12 electricians 
on the building 
site. 
 
How many 
workers are 
there in total on 
the building 
site? 
 

4. There are 
currently only 
10 workers on 
the building 
site and 5 
workers come 
to join them. 7 
workers then 
go off the site 
on their lunch 
break. 
 
How many workers are there left on the 
building site? 
 
 
 
 

5. The workers 
build 9 houses 
on one part of 
the site and 14 
houses on 
another part of 
the site. 18 
houses have 
already been 
bought by 
families. 
 
How many 
have not been bought yet? 
 
 
 
 

6. 20 children were visiting the 
building site on a school trip. 
Half the children went to talk 
to the builders. 4 more 
children went to join them. 
 
How many children were 
talking to the builders? 
 
 
 

 


